Yeast population during ripening of dry-cured Iberian ham.
The relationship between the superficial yeast population and the ripening conditions of Iberian dry cured hams has been studied for three different locations. Tentative identifications were carried out for 836 isolates. Candida zeylanoides was the dominating yeast in early stages, whereas more than 99% of isolates from the surface of matured hams were identified as Debaryomyces hansenii. A great diversity of strains of C. zeylanoides and D. hansenii was found. The characteristic pattern of isolates from the various locations and the selection of various strains of D. hansenii during ripening make the study of the yeasts useful for estimating the progress of maturation.